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United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine F R O M th e
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at I R
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.
E-mail subscriptions to this publication are
available online by visiting http://www.okinawa. E D I O
usmc.mil/Okina_wa. Subscribers will receive an
e-mail when the latest issue has been posted on the
Web. The publication can be viewed in .pdf format ’ [ \
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In each winter edition, we feature New Year’s greetings from local leaders
including Marine Corps bases commanders and Okinawan officials. This
year, in addition to six Marine base commanders and six Okinawan mayors,
Toshinori Shigeie, Ambassador in charge of Okinawa Affairs, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan, offers his greetings to Big Circle readers.

~

Toshinori Shigeie

HiX (R

U.S.-Japan friendship works toward world security

AMBASSADOR IN CHARGE OF
OKINAWA AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

ore than six months have
already passed since |
came to Okinawa after

finishing a two-and-half year
assignment in South Africa. One of
the primary duties of our office,
established in 1997, is to liaise
with the U.S. military on Okinawa
and to work together to resolve
problems as might arise.

Working in London in the early
1980s, | observed the negotiation
process to abolish intermediate
nuclear forces (INF) in Europe.
Subsequently in Tokyo, | saw how
the process to end the Cold War
developed. On each occasion, |
couldn’t help but wonder why we
could not see similar developments
in Asia. Unfortunately, we haven't
seen a significant improvement
in the security environment in
Asia heretofore. To the contrary,
we face a greater concern due to
new threats in the region. This
is the very reason why we need

U.S. security treaty is extremely
important, as the U.S. military
presence in Japan plays a
significant role in maintaining
peace and security in Asia.

About 75 percent of U.S.
military bases in Japan are
located in Okinawa. They affect
people’s lives in various ways.

To ensure smooth U.S. military
operations, it's vital to gain

the understanding and support
of the people of Okinawa. The
governments of Japan and the
United States, in order to maintain
deterrence and reduce Okinawa’s
burden, cooperate with each
other for steady implementation
of the ongoing U.S. military
transformation.

During the summer of 1966, |
came to Okinawa for the first time
to participate in an international
students’ volunteer camp. | first
took a train to Kagoshima and
then rode to Okinawa on a ferry
that madly rocked around the
clock. This was before Okinawa
was returned to Japan.

Okinawa is known for its many

has been gradually increasing.

I sincerely hope that you seize
the opportunities to appreciate
Okinawa'’s traditional culture and
beauty to the fullest.

Last but not least, the Marine
Corps works globally today,
including for natural disaster
assistance. Many Marines
participate in volunteer activities
such as beach cleanups and English

Col. Paul E. Greenwood
Camp Kinser Commander

Katsumasa Oshiro
Ie Village Mayor

Col. James E. Reilly
Camps Courtney and
McTureous Commander

Tsuneo Chinen
Uruma City Mayor

Col. Philip E. Smith
Camp Schwab Commander

Hajime Higashi
Ginoza Village Mayor
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to be effectively prepared to
defend our country’s security. It
is equally important that we be
creative to develop a new security
environment in the region.

In this context, the Japan-

wonderful features, including
the ocean, mountains, music,
dance and pottery, as well as
its kind people. Recently, the
number of people who move
from mainland Japan to Okinawa

teaching. | hope you continue to
take part in such “good neighbor”
activities, because it gives the
people of Okinawa a chance to see
Marines as a positive part of the
community.

Col. Leo A. Falcam
MCAS Futenma Commander

Tsuyoshi Gibu
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Camp Hansen Commander
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Col. Paul E. Greenwood
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CAMP KINSER COMMANDER

he Marines, sailors and families
Tof Camp Kinser would like to

wish all of you a Happy New
Year.

Highlights from this past year
such as Nakanishi Elementary School
winning the prestigious Baba Award
and Camp Kinser being presented
with the Japan Good Conduct Award
illustrate the close supporting
relationship between the community
of Urasoe City
and Camp
Kinser. This
relationship has
strengthened
over time
through mutual
participation
in the Tedako
Festival, Kinser
Fest, assorted
community relations projects and
events such as Camp Kinser hosting
the Tokyo Yakult Swallows baseball
team during their spring 2006
training camp in Urasoe City.

This New Year is full of
promise as we continue to build
upon our friendship and cultural
understanding. We look forward to
the many events that serve to bring
our two communities closer together.
We also hope all of our Okinawan
neighbors experience good health
and prosperity during the coming
year.
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Katsumasa Oshiro
K% B IE

|E VILLAGE MAYOR

s we welcome the bright New
AYear, | extend best wishes to

the Marines on Okinawa and
their families.

I want to express my heartfelt
appreciation for the care and attention
the Marine Corps takes when
conducting training on le Jima. | would
also like to thank the Marines of the
Operations Support Detachment on
le Jima for their ready responses to
emergency
situations in our
community.

Last
year, many
unfortunate
incidents
occurred
throughout the
world involving
North Korea,
global environmental problems, the
Iraq conflict, and terrorism. | respect
the United States for being the
world leader trying to work these
issues to bring peace under difficult
circumstances.

As for Okinawa, we felt relieved to
see signs of economic recovery. With
regard to the relocation of Futenma Air
Station to the shores of Camp Schwab,
I hope that the U.S. and Japanese
governments will work closely with the
prefectural and local governments to
achieve understanding and agreement
to the plans now being developed.
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Col. James E. Reilly
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CAMPS COURTNEY AND
McTUREOUS COMMANDER

families of Camp Courtney and

Camp McTureous, we wish you
a heartfelt Happy New Year. We are
all richer for our experiences on
Okinawa, and we will strive to take
advantage of every opportunity we
have to become an active participant
in our community. This year looks to
be as exciting and promising as the
past year.

Last year,
Headquarters
Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division, 1
received the
Japan Good
Conduct
Award for our
contributions
to the local
community through activities such as
the Tengan River Clean-up, Drive Safe
Campaign and English classes.

We plan to continue to participate
in local events that strengthen the
bonds of cultural exchanges and
lasting friendship. On Oct. 31, the
smiles were abundant during trick-or-
treat on Camp McTureous when we
opened its gates to the community. |
also hope that you enjoyed the Camp
Courtney Christmas Festival, where
we showed our appreciation for your
continued hospitality to our families.

From the Marines, sailors and

Fr 7 -a3—b=—&
XU MNUT7RESE
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Tsuneo Chinen
maias

Col. Philip E. Smith
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Hajime Higashi
R OE

URUMA CITY MAYOR

appy New Year! | would like
H to express my appreciation
to everyone in the Marine

Corps on Okinawa for your
tremendous contributions to the
peace and stability of Japan. | also
want to thank you for your active
participation in volunteer activities
in our community, including clean
ups and beautification efforts and
supporting our English education
programs.

Last year,
a “road
map” for the
transformation
of the U.S.
military in
Japan was
agreed
upon by the
governments
of the United States and Japan.
It stated that more detailed
consolidation plans, including
specific schedules, will be
determined by March this year. |
sincerely hope that there will be
adequate discussions with the
local communities involved in that
process and that those efforts lead
to the reduction of the burdens of
U.S. military bases in Okinawa.

Finally, | wish all of you
happiness and good health
throughout the New Year.

23FEMER
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CAMP SCHWAB COMMANDER

Gozaimasu to our friends and
hosts in the Henoko and Nago
areas!

I thank all of you for your kind
support demonstrated in your
attendance at the change of command
last year, which made us feel like a
part of your community. We very much
enjoy learning about Okinawan culture
and lifestyle. We greatly appreciated
the piece of
rope that the
town presented
us during the
Henoko Tug
of War, one
of my fondest
memories
here at Camp
Schwab!

In 2006,
we hosted 36 base tours for
Okinawan and Japanese government
representatives regarding the
relocation of MCAS Futenma. Schwab
Marines helped teach more than
150 classes in support of English
education for Nago kindergartners
and Okinawan adults. They also
participated in numerous community
events.

We look forward to another year
of sharing time and culture with our
Okinawan neighbors.

Fvr7 a0 —-TERE

) HHR., ZEHORADHEEE, ZL
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S hinnen Akemashite Omedeto

GINOZA VILLAGE MAYOR

appy New Year! | thank
H all of you in the Marine

Corps on Okinawa for
your contributions to our
nation’s security as well as your
contributions to peace and stability
throughout the entire Far East
region. | also appreciate your
support of our community in many
areas, including your volunteer
activities and your efforts to
interact with
many of our
residents.

With
increasingly
difficult
world affairs
and issues
related to the
transformation
of the U.S.
military bases in Japan, our future
seems to be uncertain. Despite
this, | know that the Marine Corps
will continue to cooperate in
support of our efforts to create
a peaceful and safe society on
Okinawa.

I wish a year of peace and
happiness to the people of
Okinawa, the U.S. military, and the
world.
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Col. Leo A. Falcam
LA - A:-TJ7)VhLKIE

MCAS FUTENMA COMMANDER

he Marines, sailors, and civilians
T of MCAS Futenma would like

to extend holiday greetings
to our Okinawan friends. Last year,
our service members and their
families enjoyed the hospitality
of their Ginowan City neighbors.
Participating in the Kachashi dance
competition during the Hagoromo
Festival awarded us a precious
cultural experience and fun, friendly
competition
with our host
community.
We continued
to support
the highly
successful and
rewarding
volunteer
English teaching
program
for local schools, as well as many
community events including the
Ginowan City Agriculture and
Industrial Festival and the Ryukyu
Kaiensai fireworks festival. The
Futenma Flightline Fair 2006 was an
unqualified success due in large part
to the enthusiasm and participation
shown by our Okinawan neighbors.

I sincerely thank our local
community for their continued support
of the Marine Corps mission and
commitment to the United States and
Japan security alliance.
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Tsuyoshi Gibu

]

KIN TOWN MAYOR

appy New Year from Kin Town
H to the U. S. Marine Corps on

Okinawa, civilian employees
and their families as well as readers
of Big Circle magazine.

Last year, Marines from Camp
Hansen participated in numerous
volunteer activities in our community,
including clean-ups. Their efforts
inspired many Kin Town citizens,
and | hope that similar efforts will
continue.

There are
various events
planned this
year at the
Active Park in
front of Camp
Hansen Gate
1. I hope the
friendship
between
Kin Town and Camp Hansen will
be further strengthened through
exchange opportunities.

Our town has various projects
for this year. The top project on our
agenda is to implement our land
utilization plan for the returned
Ginbaru training area. | ask for
continuation of the Marine Corps’
exceptional cooperation in support of
our efforts to realize this important
goal.

From my heart, | wish all of you
much happiness in the coming year.
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Col. Laurent O. Baker
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CAMP HANSEN COMMANDER

n behalf of the Marines,
O sailors and civilian employees

of Camp Hansen, | wish our
Kin Town, Ginoza Village, and Onna
Village friends a Happy New Year.
My first six months as the Camp
Hansen Commander have been
filled with great joy for the many
accomplishments we have shared
with you. We have worked together
at the Hikariga Oka Nursing Home,
cleaned up
numerous
beaches and
parks as well
as taught
each other the
language and
traditions of
our two great
cultures.

It has been

a special pleasure and blessing to
work closely with our good friends
in the Kin Mayor’s office, the DFAB,
Kin Chamber of Commerce, Kin
Bar Owners Association and the
Ishikawa Police Department. | look
forward to what we can do together
as one community in 2007. Camp
Hansen wishes each of you joy,
happiness and success in the coming
year.
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Masaharu Noguni
HEEH

CHATAN TOWN MAYOR

Corps on Okinawa for conducting

various types of activities to
protect our environment and
contribute to the social welfare of
our local communities.

Since 1981, when the land used as
Hamby Air Field and a military range
were returned, Chatan Town has
been developed into one of the most
vibrant and exciting towns within
the prefecture.
Homes and
commercial and
tourist facilities
rapidly
developed on
the town’s
west coast,
including the
retuned areas.
Currently,
another development is underway in
the area that used to be the northern
part of Camp Kuwae.

Last year's final report on the
U.S. military transformation in
Japan indicated that there will be a
partial land return of Camp Zukeran
(Foster), which helped the town
envision a new land development.

I ask the Marine Corps on
Okinawa for further support,
cooperation and contributions to our
society. | wish all of you a year of
good health and much happiness.
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I have great respect for the Marine

Col. Russell I. Jones
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CAMPS FOSTER AND LESTER
COMMANDER

his past year has been filled

T with events that we have shared
with the local communities

of Ginowan City, Okinawa City,

Kitanakagusku Village and Chatan

Town. Through these events, we

have had an opportunity to enjoy the

rich and storied Okinawan culture

while at the same time giving you,

our neighbors, an opportunity to

experience

a little bit

of America.

I would like

to extend my

sincerest wish

for a happy

and prosperous

new year and

thank the local

communities for

a wonderful year during 2006.

I look forward to many more
opportunities to share our common
interests and strengthen our friendship
much like we did during this past year
with cultural exchanges and volunteer
clean-up and assistance projects.

Thank you again for your generous
spirits and hospitality. On behalf of
the Marines and sailors of Camps
Foster and Lester, | wish you a very
happy and healthy new year.
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URASOE CITY MAYOR

appy New Year! | extend to
H each of you my most sincere

greetings at the dawn of
2007.

Urasoe City, which has a
population of more than 108,000
and an average age of 36, continues
to grow as a dynamic city through
our promotion of citizens' active
participation in programs related
to welfare, education, culture and
international
exchange.

We annually
host the
Tedako Walk,
one of the
largest events
in Urasoe.

| deeply
appreciate
Camp Kinser's
cooperation allowing us to route
part of the course through the base.

To create a future where we can
overcome our obstacles and realize
our dreams, our hopes and peace for
all, I want Urasoe and Camp Kinser to
strengthen the circle of our friendship
through mutual understanding and
cooperation on issues related to
U.S. military base affairs and other
matters of mutual concern.

In closing, | wish good health and
happiness to all U.S. Marines and
their families.
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Lanne 6, (Ieft) and Samuel, 7, Veggeberg donate toys as part of the 2006
Marine Corps Reserves Toys for Tots program Nov. 18 on Camp Foster. ¥ +
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Toys

lots

Marines bring holiday cheer to local children

Kaori Tanahara

This edition’s Marine Corps 101 highlights
Toys for Tots, an annual Christmas (holiday)
charity program that has been sponsored by The
Marine Corps Reserve for more than 50 years.

arines have been Santa’s helpers

for the past 59 years through Toys

for Tots. Sponsored by the Marine
Corps Reserve, Toys for Tots is an annual
holiday charity program that collects new
toys and distributes them to children in
need at Christmas.

The goal of the program has remained
essentially the same in its nearly six-decade
existence: to bring joy and
the message of hope to needy
children throughout the world
during the holiday season.

Okinawa is no excep-
tion in this effort. The Marine Corps
has been bringing joy and hope through
tens of thousands of shiny toys collected
on U. S. military facilities to the military
and Okinawan communities for 15 years.
Orphanages, schools for the physically
and mentally handicapped, hospitals, and
day care centers have been the Okinawan
recipients. Local businesses on Okinawa
have joined the island campaign in the
past to help Marines collect donations
off-base. In 2004, Chatan JUSCO held
a 10-day toy drive, which was joined by
Gushikawa JUSCO in 2005. Each year, a
IIT Marine Expeditionary Force Dixieland
Band concert in front of the Chatan store
kicked-off the campaign. More than 9,000
toys were collected in 2005, and distrib-
uted to Okinawan and military children
here as well as to children in the Philip-
pines. Marines with the program delivered
toys to Okinawan and military children in
2006 as well.

Toys for Tots began in 1947 when
Marine Maj. William Hendricks gathered
a handful of Marine reservists from Los
Angeles and collected and distributed

e Ge @

more than 5,000 toys to needy children

on Christmas Eve. The idea came from
Hendricks' wife. During the fall of 1947,
Diane Hendricks handcrafted a “Raggedy
Ann” doll and asked Bill to deliver it to an
organization that would give it to a needy
child at Christmas. When Bill told his wife
he knew of no such organization, Diane
told him he should start one. He did. As a
result, Toys for Tots was born.

The program was so successful that
the Marine Corps officially adopted it the
following year. As the campaign spread
throughout the country, it caught the at-
tention of Walt Disney who contributed
to the endeavor by creating the first Toys
for Tots promotional poster.
The poster featured Santa
with a bag full of toys. At the
bottom of that poster was a
small three-car train inscribed
with the words “Toys for Tots.” The train
remains as the trademark.

What started as a local campaign
became the United States’ premiere
Christmas charitable undertaking. Each
year, Marine Corps Reserve units orga-
nize toy-donation drives throughout the
world. Also, often with cooperation from
civilian organizations, Marines conduct
a wide variety of events, to include sports
tournaments, music concerts and parades
to increase interest in Toys for Tots, and
generate both toys and monetary donations.

In 2005, U. S. Marines distributed 18.4
million new toys to 7.4 million youngsters
in the U. S., according to the Marine Toys
for Tots Foundation.

Toys for Tots enjoys corporate sponsor-
ship from big-name companies such as
Disney, UPS, and Toys-R-Us. In 2006,
Disney, the longest-standing National
Corporate Sponsor of Toys for Tots,
donated one million dollars to the Toys for
Tots Foundation. Many prominent public
figures from sports, politics and show
business have supported the program as
spokespersons and advocates.
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Lance Cpl.
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watches
as Takumi
Matsuzawa,
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Schwab Marines share holiday

tradition with Henoko children

Kaori Tanahara

(44 0-ho-ho. Merry Christmas!”
When Santa Claus showed
up to greet the more than 100
anxiously waiting Henoko children, who
had gathered for the 25th Annual Camp
Schwab USO Henoko Children’s Party
Dec 9, the kids’ excitement was at its peak.

They had already enjoyed a fun-filled
day of games, sports, and singing Christ-
mas carols. Santa, of course, was the icing
on the cake.

The day started with an invocation
in Japanese by the base chaplain and was
followed by greetings from Camp Schwab
Commander Col. Philip Smith. Then, on
behalf of the Henoko community, District
Chief Yasumasa Oshiro thanked Camp
Schwab, the USO and more than 60 vol-
unteers for supporting the event.

Afterwards, special recognition was
paid to Katsuko Epperson, a Henoko
resident and one of the co-founders of the
event. Epperson noted that the original
idea was to raise service members’ spirits
during the holiday season and to give
Henoko’s children a small taste of Ameri-
can tradition. Twenty five years later, the
goal was the same. Based on participants’
reactions, it was a huge success.

HM1 David Ocheltree, Combat As-
sault Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, who
served in Iraq for 13 months until he re-
turned to Okinawa in June, said the party
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had special meaning for him.

“Last Christmas, I was doing combat
patrols in Ramadi,” he said. “Now I'm in
Okinawa. It’s a big difference, playing with
kids this year. It’s a lot of fun.”

“The laughter and playing of children
on our camp during this time of the year
has made the holiday truly festive for all the
command members, especially for those
who don’t have the chance to visit their fam-
ily during the holiday season,” Smith said.

“T’he way Santa appears on a big fire
truck is something that hasn’t changed
since when I was a kid,” said Anna Ireijo,
who first participated in the event as a
child over a decade ago. Ireijo and her
husband grew up in Henoko and now live
there with their one—year-old daughter.
The couple said they remembered the fun,
excitement and goodies given by Camp
Schwab each year and were surprised to
find out that the party they once looked
forward to as children was still being held.
“This is the first Christmas party of many
to come for our daughter,” said Ireijo. “This
is a unique party only seen here in the
Henoko community.”

Knowing the program has continued to
be such a resounding success long after her
retirement from the USO makes Epperson
happy and proud. “Today, I saw many kids
whose parents used to come to the party
when I was with the USO. It’s a testimony
that the two communities have grown so
much together.”

Anna lha, 4, sits on Santa Claus’

lap during the 25th Annual Camp
Schwab USO Henoko Children's
Christmas Party Dec. 9. 12A9R[C+
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Henoko
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25th Annual
Camp Schwab
USO Henoko
Children's
Christmas §
Party Dec. 9.
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3D CAMPAIGN
Military police
crack down on
drunk driving

Kaori Tanahara

s Okinawa Prefectural Police
instituted a stricter campaign to
fight against drunken-driving
during the end-of-year and New
Year’s party season, the Marine
Corps on Okinawa launched a month-
long “3D campaign” Dec. 1. The common
goal of the two was to remove drunk and
drugged drivers from Okinawa’s roads and
to raise people’s awareness about the dan-
gers involved in impaired driving.

The 3D campaign is a nationwide safety
program led by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration and Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). Its
goal is to reduce alcohol and drug-related
automobile accidents through awareness

and strict enforcement of traffic regulations.

Adopted by the U. S. military on
Okinawa as a joint forces annual program
in 2001, the campaign helps the Marine
Corps combat an influx of alcohol-re-
lated vehicle incidents during the holiday
season, according to 1st Lt. Tommy Olson,
3D coordinator, Provost Marshal’s Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler.

The campaign is supported by the
senior U.S. military commanders on
Okinawa from each of the services, who
signed a proclamation declaring December
2006 as Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month for U. S. Forces Okinawa,
Japan.

The provost marshal has put out clear
guidance with two focuses. “They are law
enforcement and education,” said Olson.
“We're tightening up law enforcement
through sobriety check points and 100 per-
cent ID card checks, making sure we make
contact with everyone operating a vehicle
during the month of December.”

One of the U. S. military’s joint endeav-
ors for 3D is “Blitz,” a reinforced sobriety
checkpoint operation. Marine, Air Force,
Army and Navy military police officers
conducted joint operations every weekend
night during the month. In addition, the
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MCB PMO frequently set up sobriety
checkpoints within its jurisdiction.

However, without education about
drunken driving, law enforcement alone
cannot keep impaired drivers from getting
behind the wheel. PMO raised awareness
about drunken driving through messages
on local radio shows, TV commercials,
promotional posters, and military news-
papers. Also, for this year’s campaign,
PMO prepared bilingual flyers containing
reprints of the commanders’ proclama-
tion, the MADD campaign ribbon and
contact information for local daiko services
and distributed them to each unit. PMO
also handed out the flyers to drivers at the
gates, said Olson.

“Since we started the 3D campaign,
the number of incidents in each successive
December has decreased,” said Olson.

The number of alcohol or drug-related

automobile mishaps reported to the MCB
Butler PMO went down from 120 in 2002
to 83 in 2005. This includes the number
of SOFA-status individuals that were ap-
prehended off-base by Okinawa Police and
then turned over to U.S. military police
authorities, as well as the number of non-
SOFA individuals apprehended on Marine
Corps bases.

“The U. S. military is taking a strong
stance against drunk driving,” said Yoshu
Ishigaki, superintendent, Urasoe Police
Department, Okinawa Prefectural Po-
lice, commenting on the 3D campaign.
Okinawa has the highest drunken driv-
ing rate in Japan. More than 8,500 arrests
were made last year, according to Ishigaki.
“Drunk driving is a crime, yet many do not
realize that. Together, we need to create
a society in which drunk driving is not
tolerated.”

Sgt. Eddie Tesch,
Provost Marshal’s
Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler, hands
out a 3D campaign
endorsement card to a
driver during a weekend
blitz conducted on
Kadena Air Base Dec.
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One of the military’s joint endeavors for the 3D Campaign is “Blitz,” a reinforced sobriety
checkpoint where police officers use breathalyzer devices to screen motorists for alcohol
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e, English club
members of Naha
Kokusai High

School, visited Camp Foster
Oct. 30 for Halloween “Trunk
or Treat.” We wore costumes
and enjoyed a new experience.
We were surprised to see so
many people at the event. All
of them were very friendly and
had a lot of sweets. So, we said,
“Trick or Treat!” Then we
got candy and chocolates. We
became very happy. We also vis-
ited a haunted house! It was very
scary. In the haunted house,
there were ghosts, zombies,
Jason and skeletons. Yaaaaa...
Our screams echoed in the dark.
It was very exciting. We want to
visit again next year.

Naha International
High School
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hank you for your commit-
ment to such a demand-
ing job, day and night, to

protect freedom and democracy
throughout the world. My heart
aches when I see pictures like those
on CNN of Marines in Iraq who
get injured in places like Baghdad
and Fallujah. I've got a yellow
ribbon to show my support and
prayers for the safe return of all
the Marines currently deployed
to Iraq.
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Toshiyuki Higuchi
Nagoya City
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y wife, Masako, and
I look forward to see-
ing the next edition of

“Okina Wa.” We always pick up
copies of the magazine when we
visit Okinawa every year, but we

were unable to visit this year and
have not seen one yet. Masako
always brings many copies home
with us and gives them to her
Okinawan friends at our annual
picnic in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Best wishes.

Mike Gould
South Dakota
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nother season of Santa
Claus has arrived. The
Japanese feel a rush for no

particular reason other than hear-
ing the word Shiwasu (December).
I wonder if the Americans feel the

same way this time of the year.

Ilook forward very much to Big
Circle published every quarter in
winter, spring, summer and fall.

I read the recent Fall edition,
which was very easy to follow
overall, on the Internet. The pho-
tos, the fonts and layout also look
pretty good.

I went to the flea market on
Camp Foster Dec. 2. I notice there
are more American service mem-
bers and civilians as well as Japanese
each time I visit. I especially enjoy
the conversation buyers make with
vendors. I enjoy watching them
converse in English, Japanese and
Okinawan. I hope that this event
will last for a long time. During
my last visit, I found a unique-
looking car with a sign “CAU-
TION CHILDREN.” There was
also a painting of penguins with
“OISHLI,” a scripted word coming
out of the penguins’ mouth. It was
an ice cream vendor’s car and the
American who was selling ice cream
seemed interesting. I couldn’t help
trying one. It was tasty.

Shigeo Furukado

Yonabaru Town
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learned about Big Circle maga-
zine for the first time through

the 2006 summer edition. I
enjoyed reading about things on
base, which I rarely have oppor-
tunities to learn about. Written in
both Japanese and English, I think
it is easy for foreign nationals to
read the magazine.

I am very interested in the
English language and I learned a
lot by reading your magazine. The
“Event Calendar” also lets me know
of things to look forward to.

I learned that many Marines
serve as volunteers teaching con-
versational English to many peo-
ple, which sounds quite interesting
to me. I think it’s a wonderful way
to interact with each other. If T get
a chance, I really want to partici-
pate in volunteering myself.

If T could make a suggestion,
I would like to see a “snapshots
corner” in your magazine, with
photographs of different things
on base such as scenery, people,
buildings, signs, streets, animals
and plants. It can also include
different Marine uniforms and
Marines in various uniforms at
different locations.

I strongly feel that I want to
continue to read Big Circle maga-
zine. Please take care of yourselves

and keep up the good work!

Takako Shimabukuro
Okinawa City

Editor’s note: Thank you for
the suggestion. Big Circle will
seriously consider the “snapshots
corner” for future editions.
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Okinawans, Americans can learn from each other

Hiroko Tomimura

nown to many Japanese
as Camp Zukeran,
Camp Foster lies across

the borders of Chatan Town,
Ginowan City, Kitanakagu-
suku Village and Okinawa
City. I have been working

as the community relations
specialist for Camps Foster
and Lester since 1997. Camp
Lester, known to Japanese as
“Kuwae,” is located in Chatan
Town.

To promote community
relations, I have coordinated
base tours for
numerous lo-

COMMUNITY
RELATIONS
PERSPECTIVE &'°UP%

schools, and

other non-
profit organizations. I found
that places such as Foster’s
commissary, Post Exchange,
Provost Marshal’s Office,
fire station, American Forces
Network, Child Develop-
ment Center, Department
of Defense Dependents’
Schools and the library are
particularly popular among
tour participants. Thanks to
the hospitality shown by the
staffs at each of these facili-
ties, participants have enjoyed

cal children’s

seeing such things as military
police working dog demon-
strations, the AFN radio and
TV studios, and instructional
materials used in DoDDS
schools. Many of the things
they see are quite differ-
ent than what they normally
see off-base. This naturally
heightens the interest of our
tour participants and leads
many to want to learn more
about the Marines and sailors
who live and work on Camps
Foster and Lester as well as
the United States and Ameri-
cans in general.

I also coordinate local com-
munity volunteer activities

that Foster service and family
members participate in. Vol-

unteer service members’ occu-
pations vary from admin clerk

to chaplain, engineer and pilot.

From talking to them in the
past, I learned that most of the
participants are in their early
20s or younger. They may be
young, but they have experi-
ence deploying to countries
such as Iraq, Korea, and the
Philippines. To me, they seem
to be more mature and inde-
pendent than other Americans
and Japanese in the same age
group. I have a great amount
of respect for them, serving
their country so far from their
homes and families.

The Volunteer English
Teaching Program was imple-
mented in 2000. Since then,
more than 1,500 service and
family members from Camp
Foster have taught at local
elementary schools. The “cul-
ture shock” volunteers experi-
ence usually starts upon their
arrival at the school entrance.
A seemingly simple Japanese
custom such as changing shoes
to indoor slippers comes as a
surprise to many of them. This
is followed by their unique
experience at a Japanese-style
toilet, not to mention the typi-

cal Japanese classroom practice
where students pay respect to
teachers by bowing in unison
at the beginning and end of
each class. It is always fun to
see how the volunteers react to
these cultural differences!

I also feel fortunate to
have met many members of
“Yui-kai” through my work.
The group, consisting of local
leaders and retirees of various
businesses, seeks to promote
Ryukyu-U. S. friendship and
cultural interactions. One
of the members, who runs a
Ryukyu classical music school,
offered to give a real Sanshin
performance during the Foster
Festival 2006!

To introduce differences
in people’s lifestyles on- and
off-base, I publish a monthly
bilingual newsletter titled
“FOLEST.” It’s been distrib-
uted to local government offices
and several restaurants around
Camps Foster and Lester since
1998. “FOLEST” is not an
English word, but an acronym
that combines portions of both
the Foster and Lester names.
If you have any topics to be
featured in “FOLEST,” please
let me know!

Tomimura is the Camp Foster
Community Relations Specialist.
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Relations
Specialists
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Ichino Kuba

637-1728
ichino.kuba.ja@usmc.mil
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Elena Takaho
636-2022
elena.takaho.ja@usmc.mil
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Hiroko Tomimura

645-7766
hiroko.tomimura.ja@usmc.mil
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Ichiro Umehara

622-9561
ichiro.umehara.ja@usmc.mil
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Chiyoko Kochi

623-4509
chiyoko.kochi.ja@usmc.mil
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Fumio lha

625-2544
mio.iha@usmc.mil

BERR (LY —R - ILBHE)

HS FE

Kiyomi Tajima

643-7294
TajimaK@oki10.med.navy.mil
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